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GreetingsGreetings

Zhou Xinjian  周新健
Economic and Commercial Counselor,

Embassy of the People’s Republic of 
China in Hungary
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In 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
raised the Belt and Road Initiative, 
which has drawn wide attention and 
gained positive response from the 
international community. Its core 
content is to promote infrastructure 
construction and connectivity, coor-
dinate with other countries in policies 
and development strategies, deepen 
pragmatic cooperation, facilitate 
jointed and coordinated develop-
ment and realize common prosperity. 

Currently, the con-
struction of economic 
corridor is steadily ad-
vanced, the connectiv-
ity network gradually 
takes shape, trade in-
vestment is increased 
substantially and the cooperation on some major projects are also steadi-
ly implemented, to which, what we see most directly is that the Sino-Euro 
trains are running on the vast Eurasia, carrying with itself a great variety 
of goods, responding to the market demands of Asian and European coun-
tries. It can be said that the Belt and Road Initiative begins in China but 
benefits the whole world.

As the Belt and Road Initiative is bringing more opportunities for Sino-Eu-
ro cooperation, it is believed that there will be larger and wider space for 
the cooperation between China and central and eastern European coun-
tries through 16+1 cooperation mechanism.
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GreetingsGreetings

Norbert Csizmadia
President, Board of 
Director of PAGEO
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The Silk Road, stretching from 
China to the Roman Empire more 
than 2,000 years ago, played an 
extremely important role in the 
commercial, cultural and political 
dialogues between Asian, European 
and African countries. The Silk 
Road was not a specific, paved, 
ancient highway, but a continuously 
changing, multifunctional network, 
which existed on the parallel maps 
and personal relationships of 

caravan leaders, soldiers and 
explorers.

At the beginning of the 21th 
century the Silk Road revived. 
Railways and sea routes, 
gas pipelines, diplomatic 

channels, cultural and educational collaborations encompass the Asian 
continent all the way to Europe and North Africa. The flow of workforce, 
capital and technology significantly enhances the effectiveness and 
competitiveness of the countries of the New Silk Road. Newcomers 
should join existing active hubs, strengthening the hubs belonging to a 
network – also accelerating the development of new centres. Long-
term investments, infrastructure and knowledge sharing, multi-level and 
parallel network systems as well as mutual trust form the basis of the 
modern Silk Road - “the Belt and Road”.

The main focus area of Pallas Athene Geopolitical Foundation and 
Research Institute is Asia, and within this, joining the Silk Road Initiative 
will have a high priority. As an intellectual and research workshop, we aim 
to become the best in the region and build a bridge between the East and 
the West, Asia and Europe.  The Belt and Road project aims at shifting the 
axis of the world economy from the oceans back to the mainland. The 
promise lying at the heart of the Belt and Road is to restore the former 
economic, political, cultural, historical role of Eurasia.
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PAGEO

Pallas Athene Geopolitical Research Institute was set 
up in the spring of 2015 with the aim of establishing 
the research bases of geopolitics as a discipline in 
Hungary. Since the beginning, our researchers have 
published nearly 400 articles and studies. We would 
like to believe that these articles have, to some extent, 
contributed to the development of the Hungarian scientif-
ic life or promoted the creation of common sense knowledge. 
We publish our articles on the professional website www.geopolitika.hu, 
which was launched in the summer of 2016. Some of our other studies 
and abstracts promote the work of the Central Bank of Hungary and pro-
fessional work groups related to the Hungarian Government. Our website 
www.geopolitika.hu, with lots of studies written by PAGEO Research Insti-
tute, has already been visited by 50,000 readers from 93 countries of the 
world for the first six months since its launching. Our English-language 
site was started in March 2017 so that our international partners can read 
all our articles in English. 

Being aware of the increasing potential in the East Asian region, PAGEO 
Research Institute focvvuses on six East Asian countries: China + Hong 
Kong, Japan, South Korea, India, Singapore and Indonesia. This is the re-
gion that has undergone the most successful transformation in the past 
decade and accounted for 87% of the GDP and 78% of the population of 
Asia in 2010. 

Our researchers specialise in the countries in focus and are proficient in 
the language of the given country. Besides, we endeavour to enhance the 
professional knowledge base of the Research Institute with the work of 
Hungarian and regional external colleagues and of scholars visiting us 
from East Asia under the “visiting fellow program.” Our purpose is that, 
by focusing on East Asia, we build one of the best research institutes in 
Central-Eastern-Europe and get onto the map of the best and the most 
innovative research institutes in the world.

www.geopolitika.hu

雅典娜地缘政治研究所
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EUOBOR
欧洲一带一路合作发展促进会

www.euobor.org

European Institute for 
One Belt One Road 

Cooperation and 
Development
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EUOBOR

European Institute for One Belt One Road Economic 
and Cultural Cooperation and Development 
(EUOBOR) was established in 2015.

European Institute for One Belt One Road Economic 
and Cultural Cooperation and Development is 

structured to respond to the OBOR initiative suggested 
by China and promote a friendly and mutually beneficial 

cooperation between European Union, other European countries 
and China in economic and cultural fields, thereby impelling the progress 
and development of the society together. The Institute establishes 
channels for smooth communication and exchange between Chinese 
government and European governments, operates a platform for 
cooperation of European and Chinese enterprises and institutions to push 
forward the development and execution of the cooperative projects. The 
Institute also carries out discussion and research on economic topics and 
issues with European and Chinese research institutes and holds culturalex 
changes activities between Europe and China.

The Institute is incorporated in Hungary as an independent non-profit 
legal entity and is headquartered in Budapest, the capital of Hungary. 
Hungary is the first European country to enter into the “OBOR” cooperation 
document with China.

The President of the Institute is Mr. LI Zhen, an economic research scholar 
and other funding directors include the former director of Institute 
of World Economics, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and the former 
Hungarian ambassador to China.
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Belt and RoadBelt and Road
In September and October of 2013, Chinese President Xi Jinping raised 
the initiative of jointly building the Silk Road Economic Belt and the 
21st-Century Maąritime Silk Road (the Belt and Road Initiative). Acceler-
ating the building of the Belt and Road can help promote the economic 
prosperity of the countries along the Belt and Road and regional eco-
nomic cooperation, strengthen exchanges and mutual learning between 
different civilizations, and promote world peace and development. It is a 
great undertaking that will benefit people around the world.

The Belt and Road Initiative aims to promote the connectivity of Asian, 
European and African continents and their adjacent seas, establish and 
strengthen partnerships among the countries along the Belt and Road, 
set up all-dimensional, multi-tiered and composite connectivity net-
works, and realize diversified, independent, balanced and sustainable 
development in these countries. The connectivity projects of the Initia-
tive will help align and coordinate the development strategies of the 
countries along the Belt and Road, tap market potential in this region, 
promote investment and consumption, create demands and job oppor-
tunities, enhance people-to-people and cultural exchanges, and mutual 
learning among the peoples of the relevant countries, and enable them 
to understand, trust and respect each other and live in harmony, peace 
and prosperity. 

The Belt and Road is nested in the overall foreign policy approach of 
President Xi Jinping designated as “new type of foreign relations”. This ini-
tiative serves commercial, cultural and political needs as well, and has a 
grand scale plan of involving more than sixty countries on four continents. 
The Belt and Road redefines China’s external relationships with Asian, Eu-
ropean and African countries, seeking mutual benefits and fruitful part-
nerships. 

The Belt and Road consists of two major routes: the New Silk Road Eco-
nomic Belt crossing the landlocked countries, and the 21st Century Mar-
itime Silk Road, which will presumably transform maritime routes from 
Pakistan to Greece. 

The continental belt consists of six “economic corridors” in total, which can 
be perceived as the arteries of the new economic belt, running through 
Eastern and Western Russia, Mongolia, Indochina, the peninsular South-
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Belt and Road east Asia, Pakistan and Central Asia. These overland links enjoy greater 
attention, breaking the hegemony of sea routes. The corridors embrace 
several road networks, railroads, oil and gas pipelines, optic cables, mak-
ing it a joint network of complex infrastructure. The existing facilities and 
the ones still to be build will enhance the speed and scope of economic 
exchange throughout the Eurasian terrain.

The Belt and Road does not neglect the relevance of sea routes, as the 
21th-century Maritime Silk Road forms an important part of the scheme. 
One of the main objective of this maritime route is to form closer ties with 
the ASEAN, and promote the economic prosperity of the Southeast Asian 
region.

The foreign policy initiative embraces several international institutions, 
the most remarkable of them being the Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, established in 2015. The AIIB has come into existence with the pur-
pose of filling the infrastructure gap, and started its operations with an 
initial capital of 100 billion dollars.

Other institutions were established as well, the Silk Road Fund announced 
in 2014 with a pledged $40 billion capital. The fund would help to finance 
several project along the economic corridors. The New Investment Bank 
of the BRICS group, which involves contributions of other member coun-
tries - Russia, India, Brazil and South Africa.

The Belt and Road stretches over economic relationships, moreover, it 
promotes cultural, academic and technological exchanges, providing 
scholarships, building exchange partnerships for hundreds of thousands 
of students. According to the plans, the initiative aims for encouraging 
tourism in the linked regions, with the promise of millions of Chinese 
tourists traveling to these countries. In this last field, Hungary takes up 
a prominent role giving place to the regional tourism office of “The 16+1 
Partnership”. 

The implementation of the plan contains a great scope of infrastructural 
investments, and their main pathways are reflected in the current activi-
ty of the above mentioned AIIB. The first, large-scale construction phase 
will coincide with the period of the 13th five-year plan (2016-2020). By 
now, the AIIB has approved 11 projects, mainly in Southeast and Central 
Asia, from dams and energy efficiency projects to ports and railways, all 
of them serving the needs of the poorest of the continent.

Overall, the Belt and Road aims to serve the economic needs of the fu-
ture, for China, Eurasia and the whole world.
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Based on:
td-architects.eu
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10:30-11:00 Coffee 

08:15-09:00 Registration

Conference ProgramConference Program

09:00
09:15

09:15
10:15

10:15
10:30

11:00
12:30

Forum Opening 
/Moderator: Anton Bendarzsevszkij, Director, PAGEO/

Keynote speech, Zhou Xinjian, Economic and Commercial 
Counsellor, Chinese embassy in Hungary 

Prospect of EU-China Relations on the Belt & Road Initiative
 /Moderator: Anton Bendarzsevszkij, Director, PAGEO/

Mr. Hou Yongzhi, Director, Department of Development 
Strategy and Regional Economic Studies, Development 
Research Centre of State Council, China
Dániel Palotai, Chief economist, Executive Director, Cen-
tral Bank of Hungary
Norbert Csizmadia, Chairman, PAGEO

PAGEO receives the EUOBOR Prize

Family Photo

 

Substantive fields and Challenge of CEEC-China Cooperation 
/Moderator: György Szapáry, Chief Adviser to the Governor of 
the Central Bank of Hungary/

Prof. Wang Yiwei, Director of Centre for European Studies, 
Renmin University of China
Mr. Zhu Xiaozhong, Professor, Institute of Russian and CEE 
Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
Gergely Salát, Professor, Head of Chinese Faculty, Pázmány 
Péter Catholic University, Hungary
Dragana Mitrovic, Professor, Faculty of Political Science, 
University of Belgrade and Director of the Institute for 
Asian Studies
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08:15-09:00 Registration

15:30-16:00 Coffee 

Conference Program
14:00
15:30

16:00
17:30

17:30
17:45

New Possibilities of CEEC-China Cooperation 
after Beijing Summit 
/Moderator: Tamás Baranyi, Head of Research, 
Antall József Knowledge Center/

Mr. Zhao Dongwei, Director, Department of Institu-
tions of China Financial Assets Exchange, People’s 
Bank of China.
László György, Director, PADMA, assistant professor 
at Budapest University of Technology and Economics, 
Chief economist at Szazadveg
Ferenc Bánhidi, Professor, Modern East Asia Research 
Group, Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Hungary
Altay Atli, Research Associate at Istanbul Policy Cen-
ter, Turkey

 

Projects and plans along the OBOR 
/Moderator: Li Zhen, EUOBOR/

Shortfilm of Budapest-Belgrade Railway project
Anett Szabó, Head of communication, Chinese-Hungar-
ian Railway Nonprofit Ltd., MÁV Group (Hungarian State 
Railway Co.)
Bank of China (TBD)
Ernő Pető, President, ChinaCham Hungary
Mariann Gecse, Director for Government Relations and 
Communications, Huawei Hungary

Closing Remarks
Anton Bendarzsevszkij, Director, PAGEO

12:30-14:00 Lunch 
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PresentersPresenters
Professor, Director of Department of Development 
Strategy and Regional Economic Studies, Development 
Research Centre of State Council, China. He is the lead-
ing researcher and project coordinator of development 
strategy and regional economic studies in China. He 
ever won the special government allowances of the 
State Council in 2007.

Daniel Palotai is the executive director of the Central 
Bank of Hungary. From 2007, he worked as an econo-
mist at the European Central Bank, responsible for se-
lected non-euro area EU Members States, including 
programme countries. From November 2010, he was 
head of the macroeconomic policy department of the 
Ministry for National Economy and was actively involved 
in the development of Hungary’s structural reform pro-
gramme. In March 2013 Daniel Palotai re-joined the 
Central Bank of Hungary to become executive director 
responsible for monetary policy and chief economist of 
the bank. Since September 2015, he is responsible for a 
number of international and priority matters. He is also 
a member of the Monetary Policy Committee of the Eu-
ropean Central Bank and of the Economic and Financial 
Committee of the European Union.

Professor, Ph.D. School of International Studies, Director 
of Institute of International Affairs, Director of Center 
for European Studies and Senior Fellow of Chongyang 
Institute for Financial Studies (RDCY) at Renmin Univer-
sity of China. He was formerly diplomat at Chinese Mis-
sion to the European Union (2008-2011) and profes-
sor of Center for American Studies at Fudan University 
(2001-2008). His main research interests include Belt 
& Road Studies, European Integration, Public Diplomacy, 
Chinese foreign policy and EU-China relations.

Hou Yongzhi
侯永志

Dániel Palotai

Wang Yiwei 
王义桅
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Gergely Salát is an associate professor and head of 
the Department of Chinese Studies of Pázmány Péter 
Catholic University, Budapest, Hungary, and also the 
director of the Modern East Asia Research Group at the 
institution. He was born in 1975, and majored in Chinese 
studies at ELTE University, Budapest. Ha obtained his 
PhD degree at ELTE in 2006. He has taught Chinese 
language, history, politics and culture since 1997. His 
main research area is the history of Chinese law and 
institutions, as well as contemporary Chinese politics 
and society.

Dragana Mitrović, PhD, full time professor at the 
University of Belgrade, Serbia, Faculty of Political 
Sciences and founder and director of the Institute 
for Asian Studies (www.ias.rs). She is the founder 
and head of the Centre for Asian and Far Eastern 
Studies at the Faculty of Political Sciences. She 
teaches Political Economy of International Rela-
tions, Political Economy of the PR China and East 
Asia, Geopolitics and Geo-economics. She is the 
head of the Regional Asian Studies master course. 
Prof. Mitrović is the author of five books and more 
than fifty papers. From 2008 she is a member of 
the Board of Economic Science of the Serbian 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Professor, Ph.D. Institute of Russian, East European 
and Central Asian Studies, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences. Member of academic guidance team, Sec-
retariat for Cooperation between China and Central 
and Eastern European Countries. Chief-in-Charge for 
Department of Central and Eastern Europe, China’s 
Association of Russia, Central and east European and 
Central Asia. Executive Director, Center for OBOR 
Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. His 
main research interests include Transition in Central 
and South-Eastern Europe, Great Powers and Central 
Europe, Cooperation between China and Central and 
Eastern Europe.

Gergely Salát

Dragana Mitrović

Zhu Xiaozhong
朱晓中
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Ferenc Banhidi is an economist. In the eighties as 
an expert of National Planning Office of Hungary, 
he took part on study-tours in China and published 
several articles on the Chinese economic reform. 
From 2000 he was senior leader of the regulatory 
authority responsible for the telecommunications 
sector. In this position he played an important role 
that this industry became the most important target 
for the Chinese investors in the Hungarian economy. 
Recently as an EU expert he worked for two years 
in Macedonia, supporting the local government 
developing an EU-compatible telecommunications 
regulatory framework.

Dr. Altay Atlı is a research associate at Sabancı 
University’s Istanbul Policy Center, and an adjunct 
professor teaching courses on international political 
economy, Asian economies and international relations. 
Having studied in Turkey and Australia, Dr. Atlı worked 
as research coordinator at Turkey’s Foreign Economic 
Relations Board, and, in addition to his academic work, 
he continues to provide consultancy services for the 
business sector. Dr. Atlı is a columnist at the Hong Kong 
based “Asia Times”, and more details on his work can be 
found in his personal web site www.altayatli.com. 

Ferenc Bánhidi

Altay Atli

Ph.D. Director of the Department of Institutions of 
China Financial Assets Exchange, People’s Bank of 
China. Commissioner of the Training Expert Committee 
of National Association of Financial Market Institutional 
Investors. He has long been conducting work related to 
the issuance and trading in the interbank bond market, 
and has published several academic papers in the 
Journal of China National School of Administration and 
other core national journals.

Zhao Dongwei
赵东伟 
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Anett Szabó has been working as a Communica-
tion Manager at the Chinese-Hungarian Railway Ltd. 
since November 2016. From 2010 she was working 
as a spokesman at the Hungarian Railway Company 
(MÁV-START Ltd.), and from 2015 she was responsi-
ble for the corporate communication. Previously she 
was working for German and Japanese multinational 
companies. She has a degree at Eötvös Loránd Uni-
versity, Faculty of Education and Psychology, Ger-
man and Russian Studies, and she has been graduat-
ed at Budapest Business Scool, University Of Applied 
Sciences, faculty Public Relations.

Ernő Pető is the President of ChinaCham Hungary Hun-
garian-Chinese Chamber of Economy. He has been 
working on diverse fields of the forwarding and logisti-
cal branch since 1967. He had worked for Hungaroca-
mion Road Transport Co. for 20 years, in 1988, he was 
appointed the founding Managing director of Hungaro-
cargo forwarding company. Thereafter he worked in di-
verse leading posts for companies as Masped (the big-
gest forwarding company at that time in Hungary) and 
MOL Hungarian Oil and Gas Company. Besides the oper-
ative activities, several times he had the opportunity to 
perform the duties to start new activities, establish new 
companies, and create their operation and organization.  
Between 2001- 2010, he has acted as the Representa-
tive of Port of Rotterdam.

Mariann Gecse is Public Affairs and Communication 
Director at Huawei Technologies Hungary. She gradu-
ated from the University of Szeged majoring commu-
nications, public relations and EU studies and studied 
at the International Journalism Center in the Nether-
lands. After spending 19 years as a journalist at TOP 5 
media she joined Huawei in 2011. Her current respon-
sibilities are government affairs, media relations, cor-
porate branding and social responsibilities. Her book 
publications include Hungary’s Information Technol-
ogy Yearbook 1997 and Hungary’s Media Yearbook 
2000/2001. She speaks fluent English, German and 
intermediate Chinese.

Anett Szabó

Ernő Pető

Mariann Gecse 
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